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Analyze each overhead slide depicting westward expansion. Create a T-Chart 

below comparing two different perspectives on westward expansion. 

 

Manifest Destiny How The West Was Lost 

 
 

• Angelic figure pointing to the 

west 

 

• Angel gives the impression 

that Expansion was inspired by 

God 

 

• East is light, warm, and 

civilized; West is dark, cold, 

and uncivilized 

 

 

• As Americans move west, they 

seem to civilize the land and 

improve it – make it tame 

 

• Railroads seem to appear out 

of nowhere 

 

 

 

• This is the point of view of 

early white Americans 

 
 

• Military figure pointing to the 

west 

 

• General gives impression west 

was taken by military force 

 

 

• East is dark, polluted, and 

violent; West is light, clean, 

and peaceful until disrupted by 

so-called “civilized man” 

 

• As Americans move west they 

seem to destroy it and its 

peoples-make the west wild 

 

• Roads to the west were paved 

on the backs of slaves and at 

the cost of Native American 

lives 

 

• Is the point of view of modern     

ancestor of Native Americans 

 


