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Thinker Opinion About People 

Ruling Themselves 

Type of Government 

America Should Adopt 

Thomas Hobbes People were to naturally 

wicked and couldn’t be 

trusted to govern. 

Humans were selfish. 

 

 

 

 

Absolute Monarchy- a 

government that gave 

all power to a king or 

queen was best. 

King Louis XIV People should be ruled 

by kings because God 

had chosen them to rule 

 

 

 

Absolute Monarchy 

because no person or 

institution could control 

him. “Divine Right” of 

Kings. 

 

 

 

John Locke People had a gift of 

reason, or ability to 

think. People had the 

natural ability to govern 

themselves and to do 

what’s best for society. 

 

 

 

Rejected idea of “Divine 

Right.” Government 

should rule with the 

consent of the people. 

Favored “Democracy.” 

Charles – Louis (Baron 

de) Montesquieu 

People should govern 

themselves. Women 

should be allowed to 

participate. 

Favored a Republic or 

Democracy. Rule by an 

elected leader who 

represents the people, 

in which power is shared 

by three braches of 

govt. 

 
 


