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Background: 

• John Quincy Adams; graduated Harvard, Washington 

appointed him minister to Netherlands when 28 years old, 

1794  

A Political Career: 

• Adams; Senate 1803, minister Russia 1809, minister Great 

Britain 1815, Secretary of State 1817, important role 

forming Monroe Doctrine 

The Election of 1824: 

• Andrew Jackson 99 electoral votes, Adams 84 votes, 

William H. Crawford 41 votes, Henry Clay 37 votes; no 

majority electoral votes Constitution says decided in House 

of Representatives Adams elected president; February 9, 

1825   

Adams’ Presidency: 

• Adams, Clay; Clay appointed Secretary of State, Jackson’s 

supporters said “Corrupt Bargain” between them 

• Adams; difficult to accomplish anything, completed Erie 

Canal, protect Indian groups against invasion of their lands 

Success after Losing 

• Adams; elected House of Representatives, abolitionist- anti 

slavery, ban slavery in Washington D.C. and other US 

territories, opposed ownership of Texas, supported 

annexation of Oregon 

• Adams; establish the Smithsonian Institute, and important 

center for learning in America 

• Adams; opposed war with Mexico and the annexation of 

Texas; died February 23, 1848 

• Adams; stance against slavery made him unpopular at the 

time, but he would be admired later 

 


