
Reading Notes: Presidency of James Madison p.329-333 
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Background 

• James Madison; help write constitution, elected 
president; 1809; U.S. 

Impressment and an offer 

• U.S.; war with Britain and France, attacking U.S. neutral 
ships 

• Madison, Napoleon; deal to trade with each other 
The War Hawks 

• Madison & Members of Congress “War Hawks”; declare 

war with England; June 1812 

The War of 1812 

• Jefferson; reduced defense spending, navy 16 ships, 
army 7,000 troops; 1812; U.S. 

• Native Americans & White settlers; fighting each 

other 

Burning of the White House 

• American & British troops; fought at Bladensburg; 
summer of 1814; Washington D.C. 

• Dolly Madison; gathered up important papers, portrait 
Washington; White House 

The Battle of New Orleans 

• American & British troops; 7,500 British troops attack 
2,000 British died or wounded, 20 and 71 Americans 

dead, January 8, 1815; New Orleans 

• Andrew Jackson; National Hero; Battle of New Orleans 
Treaty of Ghent 

• John Quincy Adams, Americans; peace treaty restore 
prewar conditions, More of a Nation, and could fight 


