
Reading Notes: Presidency of Thomas Jefferson p.313 
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Directions: As you read, take notes of the presidency of Thomas Jefferson.  
 

Election of 1800 
• Thomas Jefferson Pres. Aaron Burr V.P.; House of 

Rep. decides election; 1800 
A More Democratic Style 

• Jefferson; expand rights ordinary citizens 
• Federalists; worried Jefferson’s democratic beliefs 

bring revolutionary change; U.S. 
• Jefferson; inaugural address end political disputes 

Reduced Role of Government 
• Jefferson; reduce government, army, navy, years to 

become citizen 5 years, Laissez Faire means let 
alone 

Louisiana Purchase 
• U.S.; expansion territory west Mississippi River, port 

city New Orleans; 1800 
• Napoleon Bonaparte; territory French farmers raise 

food; Territory Louisiana; Canada south to Texas, 
west Rocky Mountains; 1800 

•  Jefferson, James Monroe; buy Louisiana $15 million; 
April 30, 1803; U.S. 

The Purchase Debate 
• Americans; country double in size, 2 to 3 cents an 

acre  
• Constitution no provision purchasing foreign 

territory 
• Lewis and Clark; lead expeditions explore new land 


