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Directions: As you read, answer the questions on the Louisiana Territory.  

 
1. Why was the U.S. interested in purchasing New Orleans? 

The U.S. was afraid that Spain or France would close the port to their use 
and American farmers in the west would not be able to ship their products 
down the river to market. 
 
2. Why did napoleon change his mind and decide to sell Louisiana? 

Napoleon lost a revolution movement on one of his West Indies island, which 
cost him a lot of money to fight. His wars with England and other European 
countries continued, so he needed money to fight these wars. 
 
3. How much money did the U.S. end up paying France for the territory? 

The U.S. government paid France $15 million dollars for the entire territory. 
 
4. Why did some people in America view the Louisiana Purchase as illegal? 

Nowhere in the Constitution did it say the federal government could 
purchase land from a foreign country. Many thought Jefferson had 
overstepped his power as President. 
 
 


