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 13 

Directions: As you read and take notes on the presidency of John Adams.  
 

John Adams Takes Office: 
• John Adams, first election political parties, 1796, U.S. 

 
• Adams & Jefferson, Adams Pres. Jefferson V.P, 1797, Washington D.C 

 

Problems with France / XYZ Affair: 
 

• U.S. & France, relations tense France looted 300 U.S. Ships, 1797, __ 
 

• Charles Pinckney, U.S. pay France $10 Million Americans refused, 
France  

 
• Adams & Congress, canceled treaties with France U.S. Seize their 

ships & expand U.S. navy and army, 1798  
 

Alien and Sedition Acts: 
 

• Adams & Federalists, popular with public 
 

• Immigrants, become U.S. Citizen from 5 to 14 years arrest disloyal 
aliens order them out of country during wartime, 1798 

 
• Federalist, clamped down on freedom of speech & press 

 
• Jefferson, states rights could nullify (get rid of) federal law, 1798 

 

Peace with France 
 

•  
 

•  
 
 


