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Those who fought Turning Civilians into Soldiers 

• The majority of Soldiers in 

the Civil War were between 18 

and 30 years of age 

 

• Farmers made up the largest 

group among Civil War soldiers 

 

 

• Many saw going off to war as 

an exciting adventure 

 

 

• Many immigrants also served in 

the Civil War 

 

 

• A typical camp looked like a 

sea of canvas tents 

 

 

• Both Union and Confederate 

camps elected their company 

officers 

 

 

• After roll call and breakfast, 

they had the first of several 

drill sessions 

 

• New recruits were given 

uniforms and equipment  

Hardships of Army Life Changes in Military Technology 

• Soldiers in the field were 

often wet, muddy, or cold from 

marching outside and living in 

crude shelters 

 

 

• Many camps were unsanitary 

and smelled from garbage and 

latrines  

 

 

• Soldiers often went weeks 

without bathing or washing 

their clothes 

 

 

• Many soldiers caught diseases 

that make them sick or killed 

them 

• Battle tactics changed, and 

casualties soared 

 

 

• The musket was replaced by 

the more accurate rifles 

 

 

• The “minie” ball was more 

accurate with its spinning 

motion 

 

 

• “ironclad” ships replaced all 

wooden ships 

 


