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Lincoln-Douglas Debates: John Brown’s War: 

1. Lincoln’s views: 1. Why was John Brown Hanged? 

Slavery was wrong and the expansion 

of it had to stop 

For murdering several people and for 

committing treason. 

2. Douglas’ views: 2. Why did northerners honor him as 

a martyr? 

He felt people living in each territory 

should decide the slavery issue 

themselves 

They believed he gave up his life for 

his beliefs that slavery was evil. 

3. Even though Lincoln lost the 

Senate Race, how did these debates 

help him politically? 

3. Why were southerners enraged by 

northerners’ reaction to his death? 

He gained fame that would help him 

when he ran for president two years 

later. 

 

Southerners had been murdered and 

the North celebrated him as a hero. 

 

Election of 1860: Southern States Secede: 

1.  What issue split the Democratic 

party in 1860? 

1. By February, 1861, what southern 

states had seceded from the Union? 

The expansion of slavery 

 

South Carolina, Florida, Georgia, 

Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, 

Texas. 

2. Why did southern Democrats 

nominate John Breckinridge instead 

of Stephen Douglas? 

2. What was the new country called 

and who was chosen as its President? 

He vowed to protect slavery. 

 

Confederate States of America, 

Jefferson Davis 

3. How did population affect the 

election? 

3. How did the Union respond to 

southern secession? 

Four times as many people lived in 

the North and many voted for 

Lincoln. 

They did not accept it and would not 

recognize its independence.  

4. What did southerners fear Lincoln 

would do as the new President? 

 

End slavery 

 

 

 


