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Directions: Analyze the following quotes from President Abraham Lincoln. 

In detail, explain the main points of each quote. 

1.  “A house divided against itself can not stand.  I believe this government 

can not endure permanently half-slave and half-free.  I do not expect the 

Union to be dissolved-I do not expect the house to fall- but I do believe it 

will cease to be divided.  It will become all one thing, or all the other.” 

Lincoln was stating that the country could not continue to be divided over 

the slavery issue, and that a decision had to be made once in for all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  “In view of the Constitution and the law, the Union is unbroken;…I will 

take care…that the laws of the Union be faithfully executed in all the 

states.” 

Lincoln considered the South’s secession an illegal act and therefore did not 

recognize it as independent.  He was warning the Confederate states that he 

would enforce the laws against them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  “We are not enemies, but friends.  We must not be enemies.  Though 

passion may have strained, it must not break our bonds of affection.” 

He was reminding everyone that although tensions had grown between the 

two sections of the country, we were all still Americans and we must not 

destroy ourselves.  We need to work out the problems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


